
Can an illustrated glossary assist 
in greater understanding of 3D 
printing terminology and help more 
people overcome the initial hurdle of 
unfamiliar vocabulary?

thick thin

air flows in

resin pours out



Context and Background
The LCC 3D Workshop 
is an open access space 
available to all courses 
and year groups.

Students complete online 
inductions and book to 
use the space as needed 
by their project.



UAL Attainment Rates
Percentage achieving 1sts / 2:1s 
(2024-25 academic year)

Home White: 90%
EU: 89%
Home Mixed: 81%
Home Asian: 80%
Home Other 79%
International: 79%
Home Black: 76%

ActiveDashboards (n.d.) ActiveDashboards. Available at: https://
dashboards.arts.ac.uk/dashboard/ActiveDashboards/DashboardPage.
aspx?dashboardid=c04b6e35-6d26-4db8-9ea0-5e27d30e3402&dashcontex
tid=638985459734562108 (Accessed: 6 January 2026)



evidence of 
experimentation, 
process, skill 
development

mark scheme

UAL Attainment Rates

attainment barriers to access?

(possible in 
workshops)



The use of Illustrations alongside definitions 
“...using visual contextual 
support for teaching 
vocabulary develops 
students’ vocabulary 
awareness”

“It is important to provide 
learners with strategies 
for inferring the meaning 
of unknown vocabulary 
from the context in which 
it occurs”

Nasrollahi, K. and Daneshfar, S. (2018) ‘The effect 
of visual contextual support and glossary of words 
on guessing meaning of new vocabulary items in 
English by pre-university male EFL students’, Journal 
of Language Teaching and Research, 9(3), pp. 561–
572. doi:10.17507/jltr.0903.16.

Çiftçi, H. and Üster, S. (2009) ‘A comparative 
analysis of teaching vocabulary in context and 
by definition’, Procedia – Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, 1(1), pp. 1568–1572. Available at: https://
www.researchgate.net/publication/248606614_A_
comparative_analysis_of_teaching_vocabulary_in_
context_and_by_definition (Accessed: 12 November 



The Resource
printed in A1 in two 
locations in the 
workshop

large text leaflet 
with each definition 
on one A4 sheet 
available



The Survey
Hosted on Microsoft 
Forms for anonymity

7 questions designed 
to situate and establish 
existing knowledge, see 
if content like the poster 
is wanted, and see 
where the project could 
head to next



Survey Results



Survey Results



Survey Results



Action Research Spiral
started with observe
plan
act
observe
reflect

plan + act + observe + 
reflect onwards!

continue the spiral

O’Leary’s cycles of research
(Koshy et al. 2010: 8)



Reflection
•	the poster has proved more useful 
in person, where the illustrations 
can be pointed to in conversations

•	to make the data more informative I 
should have had a longer collection 
period

•	I want to cretate more posters, for 
casting, clay, CNC routing etc

•	need to focus on offering more 
opportunities for one-on-one 
support
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